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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To prevent pollution of a clean room by 
dividing a working-chamber into a plurality of 
compartments with partition means, by providing the 
compartments with means for polishing a workpiece, and 
by making adjacent compartments communicate via 
communicating means. 

CONSTITUTION: One wafer is taken out from a 
wafer-carrier 17 which has been carried in a first 
compartment 9 via a wafer-carry-in door 3, and a first 
gate-valve 13 is opened and the wafer is carried in a 
second compartment 10 and the first gate-valve 13 is 
closed. Then a second gate-valve 14 is opened and the 
wafer is carried in a third compartment 11 and the 
second gate-valve 14 is closed. The wafer is polished by 
a polishing apparatus 26, and a large amount of produced 
particles is led to an exhaust area by a downflow from a 
clean unit so that cleanness is recovered. Then after 
the second gate-valve 14 is opened and the wafer is 
carried in a second compartment 10, the second and a 
third gate-valves 14, 15 are closed and opened 
respectively, and the wafer is carried in a rear-surface 
cleaning apparatus 26 in a fourth compartment 12, then 
the third gate-valves 15 is closed. 
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